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1.0 Introduction  
The Panpsycast Philosophy Podcast is an audio learning tool which provides content aimed at 
students to help improve their knowledge outside of the classroom. The podcast offers 
discussions and analysis dedicated to the topics set by the OCR Religious Studies specification 
studied in the UK. It also provides content which has the potential for synoptic links across 
modules and possibly other subjects the students are learning.  
The research project aimed to gauge how classroom teachers and their students perceived the 
usefulness of the podcast when using it as a flipped-learning tool. Teachers were asked to choose 
episodes of the podcast and then set their student's homework to listen in preparation for a 
discussion or written task. The staff and students were then required to fill in a feedback 
questionnaire which they accessed online. Teachers addressed questions relating to their thoughts 
on how the podcast was best employed as a learning tool and how it benefited their teaching 
practice, if at all. Students answered questions concerning their enjoyment of the podcast 
medium and how it compared to their other methods of learning. The results of the quantitative 
and qualitative feedback received from the questionnaire are analysed in the following 
assessment.  
 
2.0. Teacher feedback  
2.1. How did teachers use the podcast? 
Teachers have typically used the podcast to introduce a new topic. Two responses explicitly 
mention the encouragement of writing notes or answering specific questions so the students 
could bring them into a discussion the following lesson. Alternatively, one reply said the podcast 
was utilised as a revision tool and as preparation for essay assessments.  
 
2.2. How has the podcast improved the students’ learning? 
One response highlights the benefits of helping students, such as those with dyslexia, who 
struggle with reading as a primary way of learning the material. Two teachers took notice of how 
some students were demonstrating the use of examples from the podcast in their written work 
which could indicate they found in memorable. The successful retention of the content would 
need further testing, but it already highlights the podcast’s potential as a supplement to 
classroom learning. A final point of note is a sign of students wanting to engage with the podcast 
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beyond what had been specifically set as flipped-learning. The implications of this could be 
significant since it could expose students to more scholars and ideas to help them improve their 
exam skills. Comparative data based on students who had and who had not pursued further 
learning over a considerable period would need to be analysed to assess the true impact of this, 
but intuitively, any extra learning the students are engaging in is likely to improve their retention 
of the content.  
 
2.3. How has the podcast improved the quality of teaching?  
All responses expressed the benefit of listening to the podcast before they taught a topic 
themselves. The podcast was considered a less time-consuming way to plan a lesson and gave an 
opportunity for the teachers to remind themselves of topics they might not have taught or studied 
for an extensive period. While the data is unavailable, this point highlights a potential outlet for 
new teachers of RS or non-specialists to learn the OCR specification content in an easily 
digestible way. One response felt the flipped-learning added a layer of maturity to their lessons 
because it created an environment similar to that of a university seminar. There were also two 
references to providing a variety of options for students, helping the teachers to differentiate.  
 
2.4 What are the limitations of the podcast as a learning tool? 
Three concerns were raised regarding possible limitations. One was the possible barrier to access 
for students who might struggle to get internet access at home, or, who don’t have a smartphone 
with enough data to use on listening to lengthy podcasts. Another was the need to diversify the 
approach to flipped-learning. The podcast is perhaps better utilised as just one of many different 
methods, and therefore, it could be used once or twice a month, not every week. A final concern 
was the reliance on students to commit to listening to full episodes. If students do not engage 
instantly, they might lack the motivation to continue listening for another 35 minutes. 
 
3.0 Student feedback  
3.1 How much do students enjoy listening to the podcast? 
The majority of the students who took part in the research expressed a favourable opinion 
towards the podcast itself. Out of 18 students, 16 scored at least a 7/10 on the question “how 
much would you say you enjoy listening to 'The Panpsycast'?” Examples of student feedback 
were:  
“Very engaging, and it helps to listen and learn; the chatty format makes for easy listening and 
is clear.”, and, “helpful listening to it being explained rather than just reading a textbook.”  
There were, however, comments which indicated a preference to use the podcast at their own 
pace rather than set as homework: 
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“The podcasts are great however listening to them as homework makes it laborious, it is much 
better to listen to ones that interest you.” 
 
3.2 Do students want to engage in the podcast for homework more often? 
50% of the 18 students selected “yes” when asked whether they would want The Panpsycast set 
as homework more frequently. The second highest response was “no” at 27.8%. This data 
compared with some of the comments provided in the previous section suggests that there is an 
overall enjoyment of the podcast but perhaps some students prefer to listen to it at their own 
pace. Alternatively, some students could prefer traditional methods of reading and note-taking.  
 
3.3 How effective do students believe the podcast is for their learning?  
In response to how effective the podcast in assisting their learning 13/18 gave a favourable 
response to the question. Comments that highlight why some perceive the podcast as useful, are: 
“The Panpsycast allows for auditory learning, which adds a greater variety and therefore 
effectiveness in learning, as the change makes it more memorable”, “I don't procrastinate 
listening to it because it's more enjoyable”, and “Yes, it has helped to understand concepts 
better.” 
Nevertheless, not all the students felt it was a beneficial technique for them personally. 
Comments such as:  
“I prefer to read rather than listen. It is not very engaging”, and, “as a flipped-learning I think it 
does not work as well better as extra info, reading is much easier as it is quicker,” demonstrate a 
need to diversify the content by not using the podcast too much as a strict homework assignment. 
Instead, the podcast can remain a valuable tool for those who want to use it.  
 
3.4 What are the benefits of listening to the Podcast according to students?  
Some students enjoyed the benefits of fitting the podcast around their schedule, giving options to 
listen in their spare time or around other work they are doing. Others noted the variety it gives to 
their studies, as opposed to simply reading and writing every week. Two students emphasised the 
casual and humorous nature of the podcast which could indicate engagement and a desire to 
listen to more of the content. Finally, one answer explained how the repetition of listening to the 
podcast and then again in lessons, helped consolidate their learning.   
 
3.5 What are the limitations of listening to the Podcast according to students? 
The most frequent issue concerning the limitations of the podcast is the time it takes to listen to 
an entire topic. The impact this could have on the long-term effectiveness of the podcast is that 
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students could lack the motivation to listen to further episodes if they were set as a regular 
homework. Another concern is the possibility of forgetting to take notes or to ask questions 
regarding the topics in the next lesson. There might be a temptation for some students to turn on 
an episode and then lose concentration, meaning they are not absorbing the information in a 
meaningful way. The speed of discourse during the topics could also lower the level of 
comprehension.  
 
4.0 Conclusion  
The initial data suggests that both teachers and students enjoy The Panpsycast as a method for 
flipped-learning. However, there are some stipulations, particularly from the student perspective. 
The podcast appears to work best when there is plenty of time to listen at the pace of the specific 
student. The podcast should also be used intermittently, perhaps every 2-4 weeks as one of the 
teachers prescribed. The findings here cannot offer clear quantitative evidence regarding the 
improvement of student’s learning, but instead, it gives an initial insight into how The 
Panpsycast has been received in the short term. Further long-term studies will need to be 
conducted if there is to be a clearer understanding of the benefits. 
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5.0 Student Feedback (Data) 
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Reasons given: 
funny and entertaining but still informative 
The podcast is engaging and easy to fit into a routine (i.e. I can listen whilst doing other things). Naturally, I am also an auditory learner so it is very helpful. 
Sometimes, however, there are tangents that I don't fully understand or are not relevant.  
Far less draining than reading information from a textbook 
They are well made and quite relaxing in a way although when you have to do it for homework it makes it more tedious as some of them are quite long 
The podcasts are great however listening to them as homework makes it laborious, it is much better to listen to ones that interest you  
it helped me progress in my a level course 
Because it's talking it takes longer to get through than learning alone 
I don't learn very well from listening only 
Very engaging and it helps to listen and learn; the chatty format makes for easy listening and is clear.  
It allows a wider understanding of the topics. 
They cover all the content I need and are good for rounding off toppings I've done in class  
it's not too heavy to be confusing but is still useful and memorable for extra revision 
helpful listening to it being explained rather than just reading a text book  
learn stuff 
Explains what I need to go in good detail but is also fun to listen to.  
Good content, but maybe needs to simplify things 
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Reasons given: 
I like auditory learning and taking notes 
It is more engaging and means I can do more wider reading than I usually would 
I really like to read books so I enjoy doing that too 
Audio learning personally does not work for me but it is not bad its a good way to get the info 
i find that i remember the podcast better 
It is a different way to learn content and it is useful to do other than just reading  
All in one place 
I prefer to learn by myself, through notes and research rather than just listening 
I find that listening and note making at the same time really consolidates the learning for me. It means I stay interested and not zone out as I have to pay attention 
not to miss info 
I revise in many ways it all adds together  
I understand the topics more and know that what I'm revising is right  
I don't procrastinate listening to it because it's more enjoyable 
I learn just as well from writing things out but they help if I don't fully understand something 
easier to concentrate 
It depends on the work I am doing if i am really struggling it does really help me to understand but with topics i know better i prefer flash cards and writing up 
notes. 
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Q. Have you found The Panpsycast to be an effective method of learning? 
 
Yes (3) 
yes (2) 
Yes. Not only was the information presented in an easily understandable manner, but it was also engaging and fun.  
Mostly yes 
yes and no general listening to the podcast as extra info in the conscience was a very good way to supplement info but as a flip learning I think it does not work 
as well better as extra info, reading is much easier as it is quicker 
yes, it is more enjoyable than just reading sheets 
Yes, it has helped to understand concepts better 
Can be but often lose focus  
not really, as I prefer to read rather than listen to learn. it is not very engaging  
Yes, because it repeats and adds to what we learn in class which helps me remember it as well as raising more questions that can then be asked in class. I like the 
questioning style of the conversation 
Really good and sometimes funny. 
Yes, it is good at covering all content in each topic  
Yes. I revise through writing out notes, extra reading and planning out essays. The Panpsycast allows for auditory learning, which adds a greater variety and 
therefore effectiveness in learning, as the change makes it more memorable. the humour and light-heartedness is appealing and yet still full of useful content that 
especially helps with adding extra detail to essays (e.g. the context of scholars). 
yes, they take some time to listen to but are very good 
Yes - more active 
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Q. What (if any) are the benefits of using the podcast as a method of learning? 
it provides a way of learning in our spare time that's easy to access  
It's easy to fit around other work  
When most of your homework's consist of taking notes from a textbook, being able to change up the style by listening to a podcast makes one more willing to do 
independent work as well as set work. 
You go over everything twice so you have more in depth knowledge. It's almost like having 3 different teachers so there's more range and variety of knowledge. 
its fun 
it is easier to remember and retain the information 
Different learning method, interesting  
Easy to access and all in one place with detail 
it is funny 
It helps remember better but also is interesting and makes me want to listen on to know more rather than feel like I am just absorbing knowledge  
It allows another method of revision  
It covers a wide range of content and it's good to make notes from  
I basically just outlined this, but I don't know how the data is presented so I'll go again: The fact that it's humorous and auditory learning makes it memorable and 
more appealing to revise from, to gain extra information about the outline of ethical theories and scholarly context. 
a lot clearer than reading a book  
well explained  
Allows more explanation as oppose to summarised notes in a text book also breaks up just simply reading and writing.  
Different style, can pick key bits out 
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Q. What (if any) are the limitations of using the podcast as a method of learning? 
sometimes forget to take everything in and end up just listening instead 
It is not as structured and harder to remember information  
Sometimes the podcasts are rather long and sometimes to be able to sit down for an hour is not possible 
they are quite long, takes motivation 
takes a long time 
there weren't any 
Some points that you may not need but have to listen to get to relevant points and doesn't require independent research 
can't ask questions until after you have listened and the lesson is a lot later on so you've probably forgotten them by then, it’s not easy to engage with because 
people are talking at you. 
Works well with notes, maybe if I didn't take notes with it wouldn't be as effective but that worked for me  
I wouldn't use it as the only resource of revision, because for essays greater detail of criticisms in particular are needed. It provides more of an overview of topics 
than excessive detail needed for evaluation in essays. 
it takes a long time to listen to and they are quite fast  
does last a long time 
Sometimes can go off topic or go too fast. 
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Q. Do you have any last comments or reflections you wish to include in your feedback? 
N/A (2) 
Nope it's really good :) 
It is a fun, different way of learning content rather than reading the textbook or looking through lesson notes and there is a wide variety of content to listen to 
v.funny but not my type of learning I’m sorry!!! :) 
Only that I'm very grateful that such an excellent resource is available for free and easy access. 
Very good source 
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6.0 Teacher Feedback (Data) 
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Q. How have you used the podcast as a tool for flipped-learning? (e.g. what did you instruct students to do before the lesson; how did 
you ensure that the work they completed outside of the classroom informed the lesson) 
 
I instructed the pupils to listen to the podcast before the lesson. I reminded them on Google classrooms and put a link to the podcast. I ensured the podcasts were 
relevant by listening to them myself and then working out when they would fit in with the teaching of A Level Philosopy lessons. 
I used the podcast when i started new topics and philosophers. I asked them to listen to the podcast and take notes, answering questions about the philosophy; the 
main philosopher associated with it, what the philosophy is, strengths and weaknesses, etc. to how what they could teach me. 
Students were told to listen to the podcast at home, and bring notes with them to class, where they would discuss the ideas in more depth (and raise any 
questions/issues they had). As I used the podcast more, I found that best practice involved giving the students questions to answer as they listened to the podcast. 
This allowed them to focus and consolidate their learning. During each lesson, we discussed the podcasts and their answers in detail, and used our discussion 
time in class for filling in gaps and stretching & challenging pupils. 
I have primarily used it as a revision tool where students have listened to the Podcast and then discussed the topic in more detail the following week. It has also 
be used by students to help then prepare for essay assessments and homework. 
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Q. How and why (if at all) do you think using the podcast has improved students' learning? (please provide as much detail as 
possible) 
 
The podcasts particularly helped pupils who have difficulty reading, for example, the dyslexic pupils in my class. It was also an activity they could engage with 
as they drove to and from school, and therefore was more accessible than tasks which involving reading from textbooks. Pupils written answers in lessons 
included the analogies and debates that had been in the podcast. Pupils said the information was more accessible than the information in the textbooks for A 
Level Philosophy which can, at times, be a little convoluted. 
I think the podcast has definitely improved students learning. I think it is because, as well as being informative, connected to the curriculum and useful, it is also 
engaging due to the conversational light-hearted tone. The podcast doesn’t take itself too seriously and some of my students listen to it frequently just to 
supplement their knowledge or as an extra resource. I think the way the show is presented makes philosophy accessible, and with some of the philosophers on it 
recently, can be taken quite seriously also. 
The podcast has been excellent for pupils that miss lessons. They can simply listen to an 'on-demand' version of what we would have done in class. This is 
especially useful. It's also been good as I have limited time with my pupils; I can cover a lot in a short amount of time. The biggest effect I have seen, is that 
pupils have been inspired to listen to more of the podcast, beyond what I have set them as flipped-learning tasks. This is the main thing; igniting the flame, a 
students' desire to learn. This has been the most important asset the podcast has brought back to my classroom - self-motivated learners.  
Some students have benefited greatly and have used examples from the Podcast to make synoptic links in their essays. Others have struggled to listen to the 
Podcast attentively. This could reflect a lack of concentration whilst listening but also could be an issue with the length of the episodes themselves. 
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Q. How and why (if at all) do you think using the podcast has improved your teaching? (please provide as much detail as possible) 
 
It is always helpful to have a variety of resources to teach pupils and help accommodate their different learning styles. By listening to the podcasts myself when 
driving to and from work, it also helped me plan lessons in a less time-consuming way; I was able to remind myself of topics I had not studied since graduating 
university.  
I think it has, simply by having a resource that students don't dislike using that I know will tick of the curriculum aspects which I need to cover. also students 
often come understanding a philosophy quite clearly, and in listening to it myself, i can supplement aspects of knowledge I think relevant and focus more on 
formative assessment. 
The podcast allow me to revisit material have not researched in a while - it consolidates information and reminds me of the important things we need to cover 
before a lesson. Also, it has added a layer of maturity to my lessons - sort of like a seminar room-esque feel. We sit around a table, and discuss what they listened 
to and read in the last week. This is why I got into teaching - to have these kinds of conversations, not to slug through content, content and more content - lesson 
time should be used for analysis, criticising and discussing ideas. 
The Podcast has helped reinforce subject knowledge and is something I will listen back to on the week I am teaching a new topic. It has also given a new method 
to differentiate learning with little extra effort. 
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Q. What and why (if at all) were the limitations of using the podcast as a tool for flipped learning? (please provide as much detail as 
possible) 
 
Pupils and teacher are required to have access to IT equipment. Whilst this was not a problem for my students, I could foresee it being a problem in some of the 
more deprived schools I have taught at in the past. I taught a pupil with hearing impairments this year. There was obviously accessibility issues with the podcasts 
there. Perhaps transcriptions could be provided, although I realise this would be time consuming! Amy flipped learning techniques require the pupils to be 
motivated to actually complete activities outside the classroom. At times, this was difficult as some of my pupils are particularly apathetic.  
The podcast was an excellent tool for flipped learning. It gave the students everything they needed to be able to answer evaluative questions and explain what the 
philosophies were to me. I was impressed with how much they retained and what they had learned 
You have to mix it up. Yes, the podcasts are great for flipped-learning, but you can have too much of a good things. If a teacher told you to play PacMan every 
week for homework, you'd get sick of PacMan by the end of your course. Diversity is key here. Set some reading, a lecture, a research task, and then maybe slide 
a podcast in here or there. My advice would be to use the podcasts at the start of a new topic. That way, you can have 2-4 week breaks in-between setting the 
podcast as a flipped-learning task. 
The most significant limitation is being reliant on certain students to commit to listening. Some students, even when knowing the content was easily available, 
lacked the motivation to listen to full episodes. 
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Q. Do you have any last comments or reflections you wish to include in your feedback? 
I love the podcast. Perhaps consider a few supplementary episodes, reading actual pertinent pieces of text out and explaining what they mean and why. A bit of a 
practical guide to reading philosophy, covering main aspects of the texts on AQA and OCR.  
I think podcasts are an invaluable tool for flipped-learning. I wholeheartedly recommend using The Panpsycast to anybody in the world of RS, theology and 
philosophy. 
The format of the Podcast itself is an excellent way for students to engage with their topics outside of the classroom. I think if a culture could be encouraged 
where the students listened out of their own interest then it would become invaluable. This, coupled with homework tasks, is arguably the future of education 
when considering the ease of access on their mobiles and tablets. 
 
